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improved by successive alterations suggested by various
Inhabitants for its present purpose. If then, so simple a
structure as a commodious habitation was so difficult in
theory, how much more difficult the structure of a govern-
ment ?"I
The difference between Fox and such Radicals as Paine
was that Fox started from the Whig Revolution and Locke's
interpretation of it, whereas they started from an abstract
individual right, which they regarded as positively outraged,
and not merely imperfectly recognised, in the British con-
stitution. Fox was perhaps more typical than anyone else
of the quality which distinguished speculation on freedom
in England from speculation on freedom in France; in the
one case speculation centred round institutions, in the
other round ideas. In the one case the right to demand
reform was based on the fact that existing Institutions
were the instruments of freedom; in the other that existing
Institutions were the contradiction of freedom. It was
the chief pride of a Frenchman in the Revolution that he
had discovered a new moral element; It was the chief pride
of an Englishman like Fox that the constitution of his
country expressly recognised the doctrine of the Sovereignty
of the People and the Rights of Man. Fox disliked all the
eager talk of the extreme remedies of visionary democrats,
because he believed it was misleading to the populace, and a
useful pretext to the Government who wished to create a
confusion and a prejudice In men's minds against all reform.
He believed that what was wanted to give the people of the
country real control of Government could be attained under
the asgis of the constitution, and he certainly believed also
that if this were not done, a period of anarchy and revolu-
tion was Imminent.
Fox agreed with Burke in his admiration of the general
plan of the constitution; he differed fundamentally in his
Interpretation of it, and also in his appreciation of its virtues
1 Speech on Mr. Grey's Motion for a Reform In Parliament, May 7, 1793.
Speeches> vol. v. p. 109.